CLEMENCEAU

dynamitical oratory were safely excluded from the National
Assembly. So Clemenceau, at this critical period of his life
and career, could rely upon no organised political force strong
enough to encounter and overcome the persistent hostility of
his enemies.

A weaker man would have felt this exclusion less and have
been discouraged more. After seventeen years of such valuable
work as Clemenceau had done, to be, to all appearance, boy-
cotted from the Assembly for an indefinite period was a strange
experience. I wrote him myself a letter of sympathy, and in
his reply he expressed his special bitterness at the attitude of
the Socialists towards him. This hostility might have been
easily averted without any sacrifice of principle on Olemenceau's
part. But Clemenceau, defeated and driven out of his rightful
place in active French politics, did not hesitate for a moment as
to the course he would pursue. He had left the National
Assembly as the first Parliamentarian in Prance: he at once
turned round and at the age of fifty-two became her first
journalist. Nothing in his long life of stress and strain is
more remarkable than the success he then achieved and the
vigour with which he devoted himself to his new vocation.

It is no easy matter, especially in France, for a publicist and
journalist to discover a fresh method of bringing his opinions
to bear upon the public. Yet this is what Clemenceau did.
He applied his humanist-materialist philosophy to the every-
day incidents of French life. That philosophy is a strange
compound of physical determinism and the ethical revolt
against universal cruelty involved in the unregulated struggle
for existence. The fight for life is inevitable. So far, through-
out historic times it has been a long campaign in which the
usurping minority have always won. Wholesale butchery and
cannibalism by conquering tribes have been transformed first
into slavery, then into serfdom, lastly into the wage-earning
system of our own time. In each and every case the many
have been at the mercy of the dominating few. There is little
or no effective Sttempt made to remedy the evils arising out
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